1784]        THE STRUGGLE WITH FOX
tempered by age and discretion. Thanks to the ex Georgiana, and to the influence of the Prince of Wai the Dukes of Portland and Devonshire, Fox, at the exciting contest of forty days, headed Sir Cecil Wn votes, though he still fell 460 votes below Lord H Prince of Wales celebrated this triumph by a great re the grounds of Carlton House at the very time vvher was passing outside to open Parliament
But the local success of the Whigs was not yet Many suspicious facts during the election seemed t< the result; and when Sir Cecil Wray demanded a sc High Bailiff of Westminster not only granted the re refused to make any return for Westminster, thus ir the election of Fox and even of Hood until an ir held.1 Fox entered Parliament, but it was through th and foresight of Sir Thomas Dundas, who had pr< election for the Orkney and Shetland Islands. At o tacked the High Bailiff as well as the Government accused of influencing the action of that official. Tin too involved and technical to enter upon here. Its eh lies in the manly and massive oration which Fox flu Pitt on 8th June. The Prime Minister evaded the ir much dexterity; and a large majority insisted on th After nine months of inquiry the position of the was virtually unchanged, The Government's followii desired to end this expensive and fruitless inquir> opposed the motions to this effect, and early in the 1785 found himself abandoned by his majority.
The motives which prompted his action on thin af considered in Chanter XII: but we may here note t the Faitli*«"» (h-JuuuUittn^ thr jurfujftaiUry tlrafti t»f theii Tils* t.'uy »*!' I,«ii«l««i}8 ihr- h«»me «»f blatant Whig|{i*im . «.il thr Wilkri *4lT.yi, tt«»w th^fiknl fill Inr hi-i firrvit'cri him tti (rcciiMiu, wjth the #tt't:u«}|J»tiiS{««it of it u<»UI ritie intu ihr i.-.ity **n 4Sth Kehrnary to receive t)!irr *»» thr J^lti, hr- ij»r,*k questitw «i turning «»tt th.it «f nt»ml»rr-* its Ihr H«»u">r.
